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the defeat of the ministry and brought Mr. K. Borden Chapter
into power. Mr. Borden inaugurated a new ideal of im-    __L
perial relations, that of Dominion sovereignty coupled
with co-operation with the United Kingdom on the
footing of equality, replacing the narrower aim of Sir
Wilfrid Laurier to secure local autonomy and to remain
aloof from implication in world affairs. For the moment
Mp. Borden accepted as the only practicable policy, in
view of the urgent menace of German naval strength,
the plan of a monetary contribution to the British
navy in lieu of seeking to create a Canadian navy, but
he coupled this proposal with a demand for a voice in
the determination of imperial policy, for which purpose
the British Government offered to enter into full dis-
cussions with a minister of the Dominion Government
to be stationed in London. Liberal hostility induced the
Senate to reject his proposal of pecuniary aid, and the
advent of war for a time rather emphasised the de-
pendence of the Dominions on the United Kingdom.
Though they approved ex post facto the British decision
to share in the war, they recognised that they would
in any case have been involved in it, and they found it
necessary to place their forces, naval and military
alike, under the supreme command of the British
commanders-in-chief, war forbidding the possibility of
the exercise of independent authority.
The Dominions, however, were soon to reassert their
distinctive character and their autonomy, nor was the
British Government reluctant to assure their position.
In the expedient of the War Cabinet it found a means
of associating the representatives of the Dominions
with British statesmen in deciding on the direction of
the war and the issues of peace, and it concurred with